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Abstract 

This study is based on the information from different textbooks and manuals on the Naval and 

Navigation History. The Ukrainian publications on the history of navigation and naval history of 

Ukraine intended for teaching this subject in higher educational institutions are considered. The 

primary purposes of this study are: firstly, the emphasis is on the argumentation and reliability of 

historical constructions depending on the maritime professionalism of the researcher; secondly, the 

visualisation of historical material is presented clearly in the form of both photographs and relevant 

informative tables, which facilitate the perception of information, and in some cases replace a large 

number of narrative texts; thirdly, the authorôs version of the structuring of the naval history of 

Ukraine was developed in tabular form. The study uses the statistical, chronological, and 

comparative approaches. As results, several tables and visual information were compiled, which 

could replace descriptive verbal historical texts. The connection between the national history of 

navigation and the Maritime Code of the Nation is established. The conclusion on the security of the 

state from the maritime threats was made due to the motivation of its defenders due to the 

professional study of the naval history of Ukraine. Recommendation ï the practical significance of 

the study is to form a historical basis for adjusting the Ukrainian Navyôs Development Programme. 
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1. Introduction  

 

The Maritime Code of Ukraine [1], along with other components, is based on "historical 

memory". Its loss greatly helps the invader at best ï to assimilate, and at worst ï to grant indulgence 

to the destruction of indigenous peoples. There are many such examples. The mental separation of the 

coastal nation from the sea not only provokes significant economic losses, but also puts the nation in 

the category of outsiders. In relation to Ukraine, this is purposefully facilitated, both theoretically and 

practically, by the Russian Federation and its adherents, including inside the country. Therefore, the 

adoption of the Maritime Code of the Ukraine is perhaps the greatest motivation of the defender of 

Ukraine. Since independence, Ukraine has tried to create a fundamental work on the national naval 

history, or its components: [2-6], the general history of navigation [7], and the Maritime Code of 

Ukraine [1], which do not always correspond to each other. 

There was a need to combine the best samples of the developed material and to develop 

common views on the maritime past of Ukrainians and to create mental conditions for a successful 

future in this field. The subject of study is the naval history of Ukraine as a branch of knowledge. The 

object of research is the means and methods of legitimising the naval history of Ukraine, first of all, 

among Ukrainian sailors and verification among sailors of the world's leading navies. The purpose of 

the study is the argumentation, visualisation and structuring of the course "Naval History of Ukraine". 

Objectives: firstly, to introduce into scientific circulation a structural scheme of the course "Naval 

History of Ukraine", related to global processes of historical development; secondly, to analyse the 

argumentation of historical research depending on the professional theoretical training and practical 

experience of the author; thirdly, to compare verbal, visual and structured tabular forms and, taking 

them into account, to develop a methodology for teaching historical course. 

Of particular note are the specifics of maritime service, because this type of activity was little 

considered and is of interest in the study of a person in specific working conditions, which is the field 

of activity of seafarers. Methods: problem, chronological, cliometric, content analysis. The situation 

that has developed over the last few decades in Ukraine has led to an acute shortage of jobs for 

seafarers. As a result, many experienced officers and sailors, as well as most graduates of maritime 

educational institutions go to work in foreign shipping companies, on a ship under foreign flags. In 

addition to the benefits of such a service, sailors have faced a number of problems, many of which are 

psychological. 

Navigation is its own art, which to some extent is based on scientific disciplines, and the 

maritime code of each nation has its own philosophy and interpretation. In the 21st century, the 
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American concept of "Sea Power 21" (2004) took the lead. It is based on three whales: Sea Strike, 

Sea Shield, Sea Stationing site. Thus, in the 21st century, the United States has flexibly developed a 

theory of naval power, [8] which argued that: 

¶ The maritime states have the undoubted advantage over the continental; 

¶ Naval power largely determines the historical destiny of countries and peoples; 

¶ Important conditions of maritime power are the geographical location of the country, its 

natural resources and climate, the length of the coastline, population, national character, and 

government; 

¶ The key formula of the country's naval power is: navy + merchant navy + naval bases. 

According to V. Dergachev, naval power is a set of natural and geographical characteristics, 

the power of military, merchant and other fleets, developed coastal infrastructure [1]. According to R. 

Korotkykh, naval power is the existence of a single economic complex for the use of mineral and 

biological resources of the sea, energy and transport communication properties of the aquatic 

environment, as well as the power structure to ensure military security of the state in the maritime 

direction and economic complex, protection and demonstration interests of the state in the region and 

the oceans [1]. S. Gorshkov, who created and for 20 years headed a powerful nuclear missile fleet, a 

significant part of which were Ukrainian sailors, also wrote his monograph on this issue [9]. 

 

2. Argumentation and Visualisation of the Naval History of Ukraine 

 

The tense, specific and multifactorial conditions and complex nature of the seafarer's activity 

largely determine the need for psychological readiness for this type of activity. The specificity of 

such work is associated with social and sensory isolation, round-the-clock exposure to oscillations 

and vibrations, climatic and zonal contrasts, unregulated mode of operation, increased intensity of 

maritime activities, which requires a professional concentration of physical and psychological 

strength. Rotational basis of organising the work of seafarers, repeated movement of ships and 

vessels over long distances with the intersection of several time zones makes increased demands on 

the human body, which is also due to the shift of seasonal and diurnal rhythms against the 

background of incomplete adaptation to changing environmental conditions. All these and a number 

of other factors significantly affect everyone on board a ship or vessel. 

Unfortunately, the vast majority of seafaring schools are mainly engaged in the training of 

specialists and practically do not address issues related to the mental health of seafarers, do not 

conduct training on self-regulation skills. As a result, many seafarers who have mastered the key 



 

ISSN: 2237-0722  

Vol. 11 No. 4 (2021) 

Received: 02.06.2021 ï Accepted: 30.06.2021 

2527 

 

basics of professional activity, are unable to effectively resist the negative phenomena that 

accompany the maritime service [10]. Approving the predecessors for the coverage of the naval 

history of Ukraine, the study considers the topic of argumentation, visualisation and structuring of 

this historical material from the standpoint of Ukrainocentrism, which can be a significant 

psychological motivation for Ukrainian sailors. The study considers only the paradigm of the subject 

of historical research, on the works of I. Galutva (Chernihiv) and V. Rimkovich (Odesa). 

One of marine authors was the Comander V. Rimkovich, who took the public duty to publish 

historical and popular works for International Congress of Veteran Submariners, which took place in 

Argentina, Britain, Israel, Italy, Germany, Poland, Russia, the United States, Ukraine, France, etc., 

[11-15]. Volodymyr Pavlovych himself served in the electro-mechanical combat unit on diesel 

submarines of the Northern Fleet, where he became the commander of BCH-5 SS S-267 pr.613. The 

main milestones of I. Galutva's track record are as follows: the Arctic inter-theatrical transition from 

the North to the Pacific Fleet on the nuclear torpedo submarine K-42 pr.627A as commander of the 

navigator's combat unit; acting as commander of the nuclear torpedo submarine K-151 pr.659T and a 

long voyage to the Indian Ocean on the same type of submarine; Chief of Staff of the 72nd Separate 

Submarine Brigade under construction, modernisation or repair. The Captain completed his naval 

service as Chief of Operations, Deputy Chief of Staff of the 4th Submarine Fleet of the Pacific Fleet. 

That is, a professional sailor knows what he is writing about in his popular science historical works. 

He conducted archaeographic studies on such sailors of Ukrainian origin as Yuri Fedorovich 

Lysianskyi (1-12 April 1773, Nizhyn ï 26 February-6 March 1837, St. Petersburg), Vasyl 

Stepanovych Zavoyko (15-27 July 1810, Prokhorivka village, Poltavska Oblast ï 16-28 February 

1898, the village of Velyka Mechetnya, Baltic district, Podolian Governorate), Platon Yakovlevich 

Gamalia (1766 ï 1817), and even Taras Hryhorovych Shevchenko (25 February ï 09 March 1814, the 

village of Moryntsi, Zvenigorod district, Cherkaska Oblast ï 26 February ï 10 March 1861, St. 

Petersburg), which were connected by sea and ocean trails [16-21]. 

Admittedly, it is much easier for underwater service professionals to analyse the actions of 

other sailors and write about them, in contrast to those researchers who are familiar with the fleet 

only from books and archives. But the main disadvantage of the above authors is the lack of 

professional historical education and focus on Soviet-Russian interpretations of historical events with 

all the flaws present in this case. Regarding the civic position of former sailors, this issue is 

thoroughly considered by the author in the scientific work "Border: bibliography and correspondence 

as an archaeographic source of the origins of the Russian-Ukrainian confrontation on the example of 

veteran submariners" (Odesa: KP OMD, 2019. 168p.). 
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Implementation of the projects "Star of the Commander", dedicated to the 400th anniversary 

of the Ukrainian submarine forces (1595-1995, 34 awards) and "Maritime Glory of Ukraine" of four 

Classes, dedicated to the maritime victories of Ukrainians and their ancestors during 1750 years, from 

269 to 2019 (52 honours), has put on the agenda the need for their professional justification from the 

standpoint of historical science [3; 22; 23]. Maritime Code of Ukrainian Nation and maritime 

memory have been introduced by the project "Maritime Glory of Ukraine" as the medals (obverse and 

reverse) (Figure 1) from left to right (above ï obverse, below ï reverse): 

 

Figure 1 - Maritime Glory of Ukraine (Antique, Princely, Cossack, Republic Fleets) 

    

    

Note: 1st Class Medal (Antique Fleet) links the sea prowess of Ukraine affront Rome Empire 

at 269 with the first voyage frigate " Hetman Sahaydachniy" (flagman ship of the Ukrainian Navy) in 

Atlantic Ocean at 1994; 2nd Class Medal (Princely Fleet) has demonstrated the victory under 

Byzantine Empire at 907 and heroic voyage of SKR-112 from Donuzlav to Odesa at 1992; 3rd Class 

Medal (Cossack Fleet) commemorates the 350-year-old Cossacks victory in sea battles with the 

Ottoman Empire with "Holy Intersession", the modern "chayka", which for 15 years worthily 

represented Ukraine at sea; 4th Class Medal (Republic Fleet) has connected overthrow of the 

Russian tsarism in 1917 with unarmed resistance during Crimea annexation by Russian Federation 

at 2014. 

 

To address this issue, the study went from fixing a historical fact, through its internal and 

external critique, to its historical and historiographical understanding (Figure 2, Table 1). 
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Figure 2 - The Transformation from the Memories about Submarinersô Service to Historical Monography 

 

 

The logical and structural scheme of 25 yearsô work in the marine and historical fields is 

presented in Table 1. 




