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Abstract

Distress migration is a socieconomic issue which has perennially attracted the attention of policy
makers, planners, researchers and the media all along. Besides some other anomalies, the mos
backward KBK region of Odisha has been witnessing the pratfidistressforced migration for quite

a long time now. The standard so@oonomic theorizing has pinned on the dominant presence and
applicability of the traditional pusipull hypothesis in explaining the very nucleus of the problem. But

of late, the bkavioural dimensions of migration decision making has started staring at the archaic
pushfactor dominated hypothetical undertone. Moving deep into the core of the manmsgesrforth

the inherent presence of behavioural factors like emotions, cognitased) perceptiohased
exclusions and own identity in the overall societal structure of the probable migrants. This study has
adopted a direct interview method of cotlen of primary data from the Bangir district and has used
various statistical methas like descriptive statistics, inrfyraphic analysis of the problem, rank
analysis, emotional intelligence scale of measurement, logistic regression and so on to disentangle the
behavioural factors influencing the decision to migrate. The study alsadexlone section on the
guantitative beneficial impacts of distress migration in the samdy area i.e. th&BK region of

Odisha

Key-words: Distress Migration Cognitive Biases, Emotional Intelligencd’ushpull Hypothesis
Perceptiorandldentity.
JEL Code: 015, D9, 018, 058

1. Introduction

Migration is a concept of mobility which is a very familiar concept to everyone. This

phenomenon is not specific to human beings alone but it is also associated with different species of
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animals Migration is the movement of population from one climaticakion to another climatic
location. Therefore, migration plays an important role in over valuation and devaluation of population.
There are many reasons which lead to make decision to migrate but majorly all the factors are divided
into two category onesipush factor and another one is pull factor of migration. People migrate within
the territory and beyond the territory so majorly migration was categorised into two types one is internal
migration and another one is external migration. Internal migragi@ns to movement of people from

one location to another location within the country and external migration, also known as international
migration refers to the movement of people from one country to another country.

AMIi gration i s a Humameéxsimea Asawe knavs thag¢ mavement of one
place to another place for resettlement for some predictable period of time is known as migration but
all forms of movement are not migration. In spite of fact that the migration associated with social,
cultural, political and some personal reason but migration for economic purpose attract attention of
academicians as well as policy makers. Meanwhile, livelihood considered that economic purpose is not
only a primary reason of migration butitalsooccurstdee di f f er ent soci al and
2003).

India is a nation having high migration rate in recent modern time period and now a days India
is one of the top sources of international mi
from the neighbouring countries during the beginning &f &intury due to different political and
economic reasons. o0 (Sammadar, 1999, p.29).

India is an agrarian country where most of the rural peoplengaged in agriculture and work
as labourer. If agrcultural failure happens in these areas people are forcedly moved to cities or
developed states to earn income. Rural people are distressed migrants and they are migrated &
temporarily or seasonal basis with the hope of getting good income to enhankertiyestandard.

In India poverty, lower wage rate, small land holding, unemployment etc. are the major push
factors that forces rural people to move towards urban cities which increase the urban population of the
country as well as urban slums in trmiotry. So, these are the main push factors of migration which
leads to increase the internal migration in the country. Thosenav®migrated as a skilled person
with better jobdo earngood amount of money income ahdving enough capacity to fulfinar
dreams.

Al n 1 ndi a c¢en4dlywmorepghanm 5.66 nhilliom peo@etal@ nigrated annually and
about 45.31 crore people who are almost 37% of total population are migrant and more than 80%
migrants are males. Migration rose to 4.5% per annum irl-200from 2.4% in 1992 001 . O
(Srivastava, 2011).
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Odisha is known for its poverty where most of the rural peopdgateto urban areas due to
povety. Most of the seasonal laboomigrans are from Odishavho generally movéo the southern
part of the coutny. It is known to every concerned that st backward region of the stasethe
KBK region of Odisha Seasonal migrantsainly migrateto Andhra Pradesand Telengans work
in brick kilns. Temporary or circular migrants of Odisha majorly moved to developed cities like
Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, Raipmd Suragtc.

AThe numbers of mi grants migrating to ot he
2007 more than 55,000 wkeers migratd to other state. In 2015 1.46 lakh of workers left Odisha and
migratel to other state In 2008 around37,000 workerseft Odisha as seasomalgrats to other states
and itincreased to 1.05 lakh in 2012, 1.2 lakh in 2013 and 1.35 laki#h 20id the maximumumber
of migrants those who migrated to other st#18%5 werefrom Balangir districtwhich wa 45,000
mi grants. o (Praharaj, 2017).

Odisha is a poor state where most of the rural péopleomes are lower than tsame obther
statesd people.Further,most of the ruramigrantsare mainlyfrom theschedule tribeand schedule
cases As these ammunities of rural Odisha belong to tlegver economic stratandthey struggle to
get workopportunities at higlmediumwage rats, theyhaveno other options thato migrate to other
developed statin search of gainful employment opportunities

Poverty ad lack of employment opportunities puiral poor ina situation of distress. Hence,
very often suchiype ofmigration is also termed asstliess migration. Though they are hardworking
labourers, they are devoid of any skills they are illiterate oo possewvery negligible level of
education.Thereforethey get employed in various unskilled jobs ayed exploited physically and
economiclly too. Being uneducated and poor they are not able to move out of the country, but they
migrate to nearby stageor growth centres or citiesThey may migrate seasonally or temporarily.
Seasonal labour migration refers to the movement of labour fronplane to another place for a
specific seasonal time period. Seasonal migration is very common in India as agriculture is almost the
only occupation in rural areas and agriculture being a chiefly monsoon dependent activity, there
happens to be a lean seasothese areas. Temporary migration refers to the movement of people from
one place to another place not for a fixed time period but for a predictable time period. More often
temporary migration is associated with international migration when peopletmawether country
with some work permitdr a definite period of timeStates which have more outmigration rate are
Bihar, Jharkhand, Himachal Prades§ihattisgarh Mizoram, Nagaland andP. This phenomenon
also is common in some backward districts in the western part of Odisha like Kalahandi, Balangir,
Nuapada etc. Usually it happens during winter season.
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1.1Why is Migration Important?

Migration is nothing but thenovemenbf people from the source to the destinatowl it has
different synonyms like relocation, resettlement, populatmvement etcMigration is not a new
phenomenorbut it has been occurring since verg i nni ng of humanearth app
Migration is a broad concept which means movement of population from one climatic location to
another climatic locatiorfor a particular period of time or permanently. This phenomenon is not
specific to human beings alone but it applies to arsnaldsas well as plants. Migration occurs within
the boundary of a nation, or beyond the borders or in simple words we can say migration occurs at local
level, regional level and international level.

There are different definitions of migrati given by differenthinkers and researchers, and one
of the simplest one is that: AMigration is thi
of origin) to another climatic |l ocation (plac

Migration is a selectiveprocess and it can be voluntarily chosen for new and better
opportunities, or forced to escape from dangerous or negative situation. The factors like development
of industrialisation and means of transport & communication, interaction of differgtires,
Globalization, etc. havied millions of people to moveut fromone place to another search of better
opportunities related to better living standaebucation, employment, healthcare facility etc.

Migration also acts as a third factor of popwatchange after fality and mortality. Beingone
of the important componeswf population change, it occupies a central place in demographic analysis.

People tend to move out of their natural environment or place of origin when it fails to provide
them with sufficient opportunities to grovMigration isfostered byinequalities in the development of
different regions

Migration is widely recognised as one of the major mechanandevelopment. It helps in
maintainng some balance between distribution of resources as well as population. Migration is both a
cause and consequence of various social, cultural and economic constraints as experienced by peop

in a society or beyond the society.

1.2The Push & Pull Hypothesis's it still relevant?

The factors that serve as driving forces for migration may be put under two categonely

pull and push factordVe can define push factaas negative home conditiotisatimply the decision
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to migrate or force people to leave their honeeg., lackof job, drought, lack of professional
opportunities, overcrowding, famine, wetc.

Besides the push factors there are also pull factors working from the side of the destination.
Important pull fators which attract workers towards the destination aveilability of job
opportunities better wage rates and urb@menities andacilities available at the work place.

Although the push and pull factors are operative in propelling forced migratioa batkward
KBK districts of Odisha, there are no research studies undertaken so far to understand the
individualcentric issues related to the attitude and behavioural patterns of the migrants. There is ample
scope of research to judge tlute psychological and subjectifactors play in driving people out of
their home to work outside. This may not be included under the push factors rather could be categorisec
as subjective decision making problems on the demand side of the whole idmiiees$ migration.

Thus, it isimperativeto look at the entire recurring episodes of distress migration from the
psychesocial and psycheconomic perspectives. Hence this particular study is oriented towards the
analysis of the behavioural economic dims®n of ruraldistressmigration. Once we look at the
problem from the behavioural economic angle, a sergquestionarises in our minds about the

meaningfulness of distress migration despit@ittirizationin a demonic way.

1.3Meaning of Distress Migration from the Perspective of the Migrans

Distress migration refers to movement of rural people from one climatic placether place
dueto reasons like lack of employment opportunities, natural resources depletion, poverty, food
insearity, environmental degradation, failure in agriculture @twese aspects majorly cornader
push factos of migration.This type of movement mainly ars&gom such places where individual or
the family feels thaexcept migratiorthereis no optionfor them to survivewith dignity. So, from
above description one common characteristic is that decision to migpa@riptedand conditioned
by limited altermtive opportunitieavailableat the place of origin.

Distress migration is partitdarly seen among rural peogad factors like poverty and lack of
employment opportunities putiral poor in a situation of distredsor most of themmaking decision
to migrateis not a voluntary choice but only perceived action for getting employment to meet their
needsand totake them out of the clutchesmdverty.

In India, lack of work opportunitiedow wage ratg small land holding agricultural failurs,
natural calamities like drought, floods etc. are thajor push factors that force theal productive
folk to tend towards urban areas which increase the urban population as well as urlsan #tam
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country. It is known to evepne that India is an agmian country where most of the rural people are
engaged in agriculture. If agricultural failure happens in these areas people are fonose tio the
nearer cities or del@ped states to earn a livelihaod

In general parlancenigrationis broadlydivided into two typesone is internal migration and
another one is external migration. But it can be nttatflows or pattern oflistress migration mainly
occur internally because most of the rural migrants are illiterate and not having dimaughal

strengthto migrate beyond theational borders

1.4The Behavioural Economic Approach to thessueof Distress Migration

One of the most important aspects associated with distress migration that has not yet been
looked into is thédehavioural economic dimension of the prohléims high time we shift our focus
and orientation from an over emphasized supply side to the most relevant demand side of the problem
When we address the issue from the micro theoretic behavioural attbtitesindividual migrant a
different picture is expected to come to the fore.

The standard nedassical economic theorization has over emphasized on the reality of an
optimal solution with the help of a number of unrealistic assungptigut the facof the matter is that
once we take away the assumption of rationalitd@mo Economicugsom the analysis the result is a
situation ofbounded rationalityTo be more specifjthe problem of bounded rationality is based on a
variety of real lifeconstrants like information asymmetry, limits to information, irrationalities of
different degrees and kinds, dogmas and superstitious believes and pescéfgi@mmng thetey, due
to such irrationalities human beingg for andarrive at a satisfactory solution insteachafolution of
Pareto-optimality. In the words oHerbertSimon b ounded r a tsatisficing behaviguww | e a ¢
which isan economically sub optimablution

The bounded rationality aspect of a sub optimal satisficing level solution is also applicable to
the case of individual migrant while making a choice and decision regarding migration from home to
an outside place of destination. Looking at thebopem from this perspective, the capability of a migrant
labour in making a right decision is very important to understand the whole psyciaband psycho
economic domain of the migration decision. The highly important and reldiraahsionof distress
migration can be seen and reseactirom the behavioural economic perspectiwdich includes
various real life aspects likemotion, identity, attitudemotivationand happinessf the individual
migrant.Thus, the issue of distress migration which is a major probspaciallyin the KBK districts
of Odisha can be seen from the behavioural economic perspective.
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1.5The Identity Perspectiveof looking at Distress Migration

The entire nygration literaturénascentred orthe propositions of the push and pull hypothesis.
There is no denying the fact that distress migration as such has marsyagsngiated with the push
and pull factors operating in the Indian context. But a rdilcemreic approach towards the study of
distress migration reveals a different fact all together. An enquiry into the demand side of the problem
brings forth behavioural dimensions to be seen from multiple angles.

The neeclassical economic paradigm has mostly emphasizédeosupply side of thegroblem
with the assumption of rationality ®omo economicugOn the contrarythe moderrNew Qassical
doctrinehas a different story to tell about the crisis associated with distress migration. The behavioural
economic dimension &3 have a major sag & as forced migration is concerngdthe backward
region of OdishaWithin the broad framework of the behavioural economic dimension, identity of the
migrans acts as a dominating forck other wordsthe decision to migrate is a chojpeblem on the
part of the person vehprefersto migrate out. Therefor¢he identity perspective adhe demand side
has to beonsiderederiously while analysing the problem of distress migration.

From the behavioural angledentity of an individual carbe incorporated into the utility
function and through that a satisfactory outcome is expected to be accomplished. The concept of
identity is multidimensional in nature and has been rooted in the domains of sociology, anthropology,
economics and psychologBeing a normative ewept based on subjective infggrsonal utility
consideration, it has got <close qualitative 1.
decision making. The foumportant dimensions are:

1. Identity related economidecision based on a pergoswn action.

2.l dentity related economic decision based or
3. ldentity related economic decision depended on third paea®ns.

4. ldentity related economic decision as a part of own choice but not asod pactetal choice.

2. Review of Literature

Sharma, S. and Sharma M. (2010) tried to describe the role of different moslexatbr
mediatingfactors which lead t&sychological wetbeing. Variables are like social identity, psyeho
social attributes or self.he study found out that peomleprived majorly in terms of Gender identity,
Devalued social identity and acculturation. According to Gender identity in thelaoe if a woman

engaged in a man job than it pupact on thenale identity. Threatened socidentity describethe
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identity related exclusion of socially devalued groups (Defines in term#narity category, caste,
and race). And the stress otatturation generasduring the process of readjustment in a new cultural
environment.

The main objective of Deshingkar, P. (2010) is to describe the relatidhsigxist between
chronic poverty, migration and remote rural areas. The sisidyased onboth qualitative and
guantitative data. The studiasfound that migrationis a major happening mostily RRAs (Remote
rural areas) and Schedule tribes and Schedules caste people are majorly associated with chroni
poverty.

Parida, J.K. (2015) tried to sleribe the role of MGNREGS in enhancing rural goéving
standardsand its impact on seasonal distress migration. For the ,guidyary data was taken into
consideration. The stydound out that MGNREGS playsiportant role by providing or creatinggo
opportunity for ruralpoor. Government schemés some extent lead to prevent the seasonal distress
migration.

The main objective of Bhugra, 2.0 1 9 ) i n his article HAMigre
Il ndentityo i s to des dhatiamigrant faced asthermplace af destihatian.cTheu |
studyhas concludethat during the process of readjustment of migrants in a new cultural environment
a stress is generated which is known as stress of acculturation and due to this stress trexdiishgen
of migrants faced numerous problems.

Shar ma, S. and Jaswal , S.(2006) in their |
Distresso tried to describe the magnitude of
The study wagpurely based on primary data. The study stated that psychological distress was more
among the migrant labousgthan the normal or local labourer.

The study conducted by Bhagat, R.B. (2015) on trends of urban migration irmasdand
that urban migratin was ina decliningrate between the census ye2981 to 1993 but after 1993 it
was inanincreasing rat@attern

Also important studies are made by Mahapatra, S.R. (2010), Samantaray, L.L. A28y,

M.P. (2016) on female migration, reverse migna and impact of migration on children education.

3. Objectives of theStudy

This particular study on the behavioural perspective of distress migration is based on the

following four important objectives
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1. To ascertain the impact of distress migration on the quantitative dimensions of wellbeing of the
migrants.

2. To explore into theale played byqualitativebehavioural factors in the decision making by the
migrant workes.

3. To anayse how psych@conomic factors enter into the pictuvben a migrant takes decision
to leave his homeland in search of a livelihood.

4. To assess the relevanof the traditional puspull hypothesisas far as the decision to migrate

by an individual migrant is concerned.

4. Hypothesis of the Study

‘O: In terms of the quantitative dimensions of wellbeingstrdss migration decision is
beneficial to themigrantsof thestudy region i.e. thEBK region.
"OdInstead of the quantitative push factors, the qualitative psgcboomic factors are

influencing migration decision highly as far as an individual migrant is concerned.

5. Methodology of the Study

A scanning of the available literature on distress migration has so far indicated towards the
PushPull Hypothesis as the prevailing paradigm in explaining the reasons for the forced migration.
Studies are not available on the behavioural dimensions of tHe 8bkoe of distress migration. If we
make a cursory look at the way the behavioural economists are approaching indigrtuial
problems at the micro level, there is ample scope for analysing the problem in terms of the interplay of
psycheeconomic faairs in decision making. Viewing the problem from the behavioural perspective
brings forth the importance of identitglated behaviour as fasthe decision to migrate by an
individual migrant is concerned.

Keeping in mind the emergence of tlientity-related behavioural perspective of distress
migration in mind, this study is based on primary data collected from the migrants who have come back
to their villages during the time of covi®. For this study 100 migrants were contacted directly
through the use of a structurgdestionnaireThe covid19 protocol and guidelines of the government
were followed scrupulously while collecting primary data from the field. The migrant workers from

the hot bed of distress migration i.e. the undivided Bgiladistrict of Odishawere selected. The
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migrants who have been included in this study belong to the Sonepur d@tenabusly a part of
Bolangir district)and adjoining areas of the Bolangir district of Odisha.

Since this study is based on the bebaxal economic dimensions of the problem of distress
migration, the questionnaire includes demographic questions, questions for measurement of emotiona
intelligence (EI) of the migrants, questions on identity related behaviour and perceptions of the
migrants. Althoughthe EI questionnaire is the standard one as prescribed by the expettisefiosid
of Psychology,it was subjected to necessary checks as regardsgatiigty and reliability of the
guestionnaire.

For analysing the data per the objective and hypothese efforts have been made to ascertain
the qualitative dimensions of mi grantsdé perc
emotions. A number of psyckezonomic dimensions have been included in the study to look at the
problem from the angle of behavioural economics. Various statistical methods like descriptive
statistics, rank analysis, perceptimeasurement and logistic regression analysis haveuseeto get
an overview of the whole issue of distress migration from theppetive ohew classicabehavioural

economics.

6. Analysis and Interpretation of Data

A thorough analysis of the data collected and processed revealed different qualitative or
psychological dimensions of the problem of distress migrationd&hegraphic profile of the sample

is presented below for obtaining a clear idea on the scope and applicability of the study at hand.

Chart no.1 Demographigrofile of migrants on the basis of Migration Type:

Migration Type

Temporary
29%

Source:Compiled fromPrimary data
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From the above pie chart it can beenthat 71% of migrantsare seasonal Laboersand
remaining 29% migrateoln circular/temporary basift. implies that seasonal migration of distress type
is highly prevalent in thetudy area that is tHeBK region ofOdisha.

Chart No.2Demographigrofile of Migrants on the Basis of Gender:

Gender

Source:CompiledPrimary Data

Chart no.2 shows the demograppiofile on the basis of gender where 67% migrants are Male
and 33% migrants are fexe. It implies that malesonstitute the bulk of migras out ofthe KBK
region of Odisha.

Chart no.3 Demographigrofile of migrants on the basis of Age group:

Age Group
40% 38%

0,
B5%
20%
B5we
@]
@0%
o
S50
(]
0%
%506

0%

Less than 20 20-30 30-40 40-50 50 & more
Age group of migrants

Source: Compiled from Primary data
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Chart no.3 shows the demograppiofile of migrants on the basis of age grewhere 38% of
migrants belongs to age group of 20 to 30 which is highest amohigisitesult show that youths are
the biggesgroup ofworkers who are going out in search of employment outside their homedred
KBK region of OdishaThis is also indicative of the recent trend of how youths are withdrawing from
agriculture in this part of Odishe/ithdrawal of youths from agriculture is a national phenomenon now
but such a trend in the povessiyricken backward areas like the KBK region is compounding the
problem of migration with mounting pressure on the employment situation of theAgjatellture is
getting harmed and is going to be affected in a big way in the days towbimlemayfurtheraggravate
the food insecurity situation in this part of the world.

Chart No.4 Demographigrofile of migrants on the basis of marital status:

Marital Status
Unmarried
20%

Source: Compiled from primary data
Chart no.4 shows the demograppiofile of migrants on the basis of marital status where 80%
migrants are marrieldringing out the fact thanarried persons amigrating more which is clearly

understandable.

Chart No.5sDemographigrofile of migrants on the basis of Caste category:

[2]

|5 Caste Category
5 60%

2 40%

o

L 20%

g

é 0%

@

o

SC
General
Caste Category
Source: Compiled from Primary Data
ISSN: 22370722 1932

Vol. 11 No. 4 (2021)
Received: 26.05.2021 Accepted: 23.06.2021



Chart no.5 shows the demograppiofile on the basis of caste category where 46% of migrants
are STcategory, 33% are OBC category a2tlo are SC categaryNeedless to mentigmpeople
belonging to the poverigtricken backwardcategories likeST and SC arenigrating out in large
numbers oubf the KBK region of OdishaPush factors do play a role here but there are behavioural
issues which must not be lost sight off, being hooked into the traditional approach of looking at distress
migration.

Chart No.6 Demographigrofile on the basis of Emomic Category:

Economic Category

100%
80%
60%
40%

20% @D g &

0%

Percentage of Migrants

BPL APL AAY Not Exist
Economic category

Source: Compiled from Primary Data
Chart no.6 Seeing in terms of economic categd@2% of migrants are BPL card holder%
migrants are APL card holdand 9% migrants are having no cafdny typeslt implies that most of
the migrants arfrom the poor oBPL category It exemplifies the very nature of the problem of distress

or forced migration.

Chart no.7 Educational Qualification of Migrants:

54% Educational qualification
60%

40%
20%
0%

29%

Percentage of migrants

llliterate

Primary
Secondary
Higher Secondary
Educational Qualification
Source: Compiled from Primary Data
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From theChart no.7the pattern that is emerging iliterates are the migrant lots but youths
with secondary level education are also going out which is symptomatic of the withdrawal of youths
fromagricultureToday 0s yout hs do n o tndlswepaid nodaem activittesuirt ur e
the informal sector are attracting them to migrate Blaé mushrooming growth of the urban informal
sector at the cost of a dwindling agriculture has been creating conditions for a growth story which is
lopsided and biasl in favour of lowpaid informal sector jobs. Distress migratiorpiayinga major

rolein this story of an uneven soegzonomic advancement.

Chart no.8 Migrant®age at entry inttheworkforce:

Migrants' age at entry into workforce

74%

80%
60%
40%
20%
0%

26%

Percentage of migrants

15-18

19-21

Age group of migrants

Source: Compiled from primary data

Chart no.&hows thatathough majority of the migrants are fronethge group of 2G0 years,
nealy 74% migrants argoining the workforce between tregeof 15 to 18 and 26% migrants are
enteringinto the fray at theagebetweenl9 to 21years It is not surprising because mostly youths are
migrating out in search not only of ndewrm jobs but also being driven by factors Is@cialidentity,
emotional intelligence and behavioural familial considerations. TRecdtury youths havéheir
priorities tilted firmly towards the normative dimensions of life satisfactiatimer thartowards the

traditional family-oriented earning avenues right at the doorstep.
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Chart no.9 Occupaibn before migration

50% . . .
g > 44% Before migration occupation
S 400
g 40% 339
5 30%
S 18%
c 20%
IS
8 10%
g7 2% 3%
0% —
Unemployed Casual Labour Farmer Housewife Others
Occupations

Source: Compiled from primary data
Chart no.showsthat most of the migrant category workers are casual labour and small farmers
without having a sound resource base in the vill@geple with low income capabilities and having

no skills are the prime movers along with the youths of farmed f ami | i es .

Chart no.10Occupation at the place of Destination of migrants:

60%
51%
50% Occupation at Destination
40%
30%
20%
10% 0
1% 3%

0% —

Labour (Factory) Labour Labour (Bricks Labour (Bricks Labour (Water Driver

(Construction Making) Loading) Pump)
Work)

Source: Compiled from primary data

Chart no.10 shows migrants occupation at the place of destination where 5% @fr ant 6
occupation isunskilledlabourwork (Bricks makng) which is highest among all8% labourers are
engaged in bricks loading meaning thereby almost 70% migrants ateyechpn bricks kilns.It
implies that najority of the migrants of KBK region are workirgs labourerén Brick Kilns (Bricks
Making) at the place of destinatidBuch work is not onlynskilled but it allows the labourers to earn
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very less and they aresal subjected to various types of exploitations in the hands of the owners. Further
research in this area will reveal the opportunity cost associated with such informal sector jobs as

compared to the opportunity cost involved in the withdrawal of the saotég/from agriculture.

Chart no.11Hours of work athe destination of migrants:

m Hours of work at destination
= 58%
@®©
5 60%
£ 42%
5 40%
<)
g 20%
c
]
S 0%
)
o
8 hours
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Chart no.11 shows the ha@of work at destination of migrants where 58% migramntsrking
hour is 8 hours and 42% migradtgorking hour is 10 hourdt implies that most of the migrants of
KBK region of Odisha workmore than8 hoursa day at work placd.ong working hours witHow
wages at the destination speaks volumes about the kind of exploitative practices these migrants ar

subjected to. Hence, distress migration has to be seen from the normative perspective too.

Chart no.12Migrants relateheir Income & Occupation witBocial Restige:
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Source: Compiled from primary data
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